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FIrst AES Exicutive Commltt- (1910). Only Identlflabl, Individual li George Hogaboom (fourth from left), Decond Society preildint. Can anyone help with
thi other,7

Collated by Rodney Leeds
Foreword

Seventy-flve years In the life of the American Electro-

platers' Socle4 embracesso vas: an amount of activity by

Individual memberm, officers, boards,sections, committees,

branches and reglonals thal, to present a complete history

of the Society, a monumental publication-far beyond the

scope of thli treatlle-would be required.

The first 50 yean were related at the Golden Annlver-

Bary In 1959 by John P. Nichols, and publiohed in Mating

(June 1959) and ai a separate pamphlet, titled Mile,tones of

AES. A significant portion of that material li now repub-

Ilihed with mome rearranglng, updating and additions.

Noattempt limadeto Include thefascinating history of

the murface finishing Industry lor the 75-year period.

Looking back three-quarters of a century, the life span

of the American Electroplaters' Society brings vividly into

focus a host of Individuals whose vision, selfless contri-

bution and labor have brought the organization to its

present state of greatness.

On March 6,1909, when the salary of foremen platers

was on the order of $27.50 weekly, Charles H. Proctor, a

farsighted New Jersey plating andfoundrysupervisor, achieved

hischerisheddreambyinspiringameetingofsometwodozen

foremen platers at the old Hotel Chelsea in New York, NY,

for the purpose of creating a non-profit association to

advance the science of electroplating, metal finishing and

allied processes.

Friday, March 19, the same pioneering group, with

some enthusiastic additions, met again, this time at the Big

Apple's historic Astor House, for further consideration and

action. Out of their thinking and planning, the National
Electro-Platers Association of the United States and Canada

(NEPA) came into formal being at an organizational meeting

held at the Chelsea Hotel, Saturday, April 10. There, the

Infant association's Constitution and Bylaws were approved

by 60 charter members, and founder Charles H. Proctor was

elected NEPA's first president, with Benjamin W. Gilchrist,

secretary; Nathan S. Emery, treasurer; George B. Hoga-

boom, librarian. Among the founding members who wereto
be prominent for many years in the industry were: Harry C.

Bernard, Royal F. Clark, Frederick C. Clement, Edward W.T.

Faint, Palmer H. Langdon, Frederick F. Pierdon, William

Schneider, Horace H. Smith, Justus A. Stremel and Thomas

A. Trumbour.

NEPA became incorporated as a New York non-profit

educational association on October 18,1909. The principal

reasons for incorporation were fourfold: (1) to advance and

disseminate "knowledge concerning the an of electro-
deposition of metals," (2) to maintain a laboratory equipped

for research work, (3) to conduct meetings for the purpose

of presenting papers on appropriate technical and scientific
subjects, and (4) to publish technical literature.

Within 3 months, NEPA had conducted its first Annual

Banquet at the Old Marlborough Hotel in New York. This

was the the forerunner of today's Annual Technical Con-
ference, SUR/FIN.

The organization had three classes of membership.
"Active Members"had to be foremen electroplaters or electro-

chemists "Associate Members" were employees of

supply houses. "Honorary Members" were described as

men of knowledge preeminently valuable to the associa-

tion. It had a board oftrusteesconsisting offive members, three
of whom had to be electroplaters. There were 17 officers; a

president, 10 regional vice presidents, a recording secretary,

a corresponding and financial secretary, a treasurer, a librarian,

a sergeant-at-arms and an assistant sergeant-at-arms.

The association met monthly on the first Saturday.
Annual dues for active members were $5-but just $3 for

associate members. The president could grant a charter to

any applying body of foremen electroplaters and electro-

chemists if the application was approved by two-thirds of
NEPA's members.

On September 10, 1910, the first branch was formed in

Philadelphia by charter member F.C. Clement of the Victor

Talking Machine Company.



The First Journal

Needing a medium of its own through which to further the

knowledge of its members, NEPA inaugurated a quarterly

magazine in June 1910titted Quarterly Review, progenitorof

Monthly Review, Plating, and today's Plating and Surface

Finishing. The original print order was for 500 copies.
Though NEPA's headquarters was then located in New

York and its members met at 309 W. 23rd St., its first editorial

office was in the Jersey City home of the Quarterly Review's

first editor, August G. Hoffman. George B. Hogaboom

assumedtheeditorshipin March 1911. Underhisguidance-

and aided by such associate editors as Adolph Wahl, Amos

G. Reeve, Royal F. Clark, John E. Grant, Frederick C.

Clement and Charles H. Proctor-the quarterly made rapid

headway. That same year a new branch was formed in

Rochester, NY.

First Exposition

The year 1912 saw NEPA, now with 144 active members,

make even greater progress. It became international by the

formation of the Toronto Branch in Canada. Walter S.

Barrow, who was to become the fourth president of AES,

was the principal organizer of the Toronto Branch and was its

first president. Among the 24 charter members were W.W.

Wells Sr. and Jr. The Wells name is still prominent in the

Society in its 75th year. Branches were also chartered in

Indianapolis, Detroit, Chicago and St. Louis.

NEPA's third banquet not only was by far its largest but

also featured (quoting Quarter/y Review) the "first exhibi-

Non of electroplating apparatus and finishes in the United

States." Held in New York, Saturday, February 10, 1912, as

the afternoon phase of that Third Annual Banquet, "the

informal exhibit-worked up only 10 days before the ban-

quet-met with such willing responses from manufacturers

of electroplating supplies," said the Review, "that nothing

shortof a full-fledged exhibition will satisfy the demands for

next year."

The Egyptian Lacquer Manufacturing Company of New

York provided badges for the day. "The buttons," Quarterly

Review reported, "were consecutively numbered, and as

each guest arrived, the Reception Committee had him

register, then presented him with a badge. On one of the

walls of the room was a bulletin headed 'Introduce Your-

self,' and opposite the corresponding number of each

badge was the name and address of each guest. This feature

added much to the pleasure of the day, and through it, many

old friendships were renewed, and men known to the trade

by name only became acquainted with their fellow-platers."

The exhibitors' list ran the gamut of that era's progressive

and growing source of supply. Some are with us in 1984.

That same 1912 winter evening, 182 NEPA members and

guests, males all, convened at the banquet itself compared

with 130 the prior year. "The hall," according to Quarter/y

Review, "was beautifully decorated, and multi-colored carna-

tions were scattered over the tables. Elegant engraved menu

cards upon which the emblem of the Association was

embossed in gold were the gift of the Celluloid Zapon

Company."

President Charles H. Proctor, NEPA's founding father,

was toastmaster. Among technical papers presented at that

evening's meeting was "Galvanizing" by Louis Pothoff,

president of the United States Electro-Galvanizing Com-

pany of Brooklyn, NY. "It was illustrated by many
stereoptican views made especially for the occasion."

From the Eureka Pneumatic Spray Company each guest
received an ash tray finished in old ivory. The same source

presented President Proctor with a large statue of Venus de
Milo finished in verde antique. Philadelphia Branch Pres-
ident Clement was honored with a pair of Bonheur models of

the lion and lioness-finished in black with verde relief-and

a 20-inch statue of "The Athlete" was given to the newly
organized Indianapolis Branch.

From NEPA to AES

But 1913 was an even more eventful year for burgeoning
NEPA. It reorganized on June 1 as the American Electro-
platers' Society, with a membership of over 350. With the

creation in 1913 of the Newark, Milwaukee, Dayton, Cir-
cinnati and Buffalo Branches, the Society had issued 13
charters.

The Annual Conference, SUR/MN

Ribbon for 1912 banquet of National Electro
Platen Assoclation of United States and Can

ada. forerunner of AES.
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The Annual Technical Conference,

AES SUR/FIN, serves multiple pur-
poses. 11 provides for the presenta-

lion of a technical program, annual
meeting of the Council of Delegates
and an Industrtai exhibit.

More than 10 years ago, the term

Annual Convention was changed to
Technical Conference. The Industrial

Finishing Exposition has become the

Exhibit of Surface Finishing. All in-

cluded under the catchy nomencla-
ture, SUR/FIN.

The Council of Delegates holds its

annual meeting to elect the otfiders

and directors of the Society, receive

reports, and conduct such other busi-

ness within its jurisdiction. Boards,

committees, sections and regionals
hold meetings. Plant tours are pro-
vided.

Theseannual affairsarehostedby

branches or regionals, and are held

in the larger cities in the U.S. and
Canada. The technical program has
grown to as many as 14 sessions,

presenting some 80 papers. A wide
variety of subjects are covered, serv-

ing the interests of all segments of
the industry. More than a hundred
suppliers occupy booths to exhibit

their processes and products.

Social functions fill the few off

hours. A day or afternoon outing is

usually part of the program. Special

affairs and entertainment are arranged

for the ladies, guests and youngsters.

The Metal Finishing Suppliers' Asso-
ciation (MFSA) hosts an evening of

pleasure and a cocktail party before
the annual banquet.









Month/y Review's first advertisers were MacDermid, Inc.,

United Chromium, Inc. (M&T Chemicals Inc. today),

Frederick B. Stevens, Inc., American Brass Co. (Anaconda

Copper), The Matchless Metal Polish Co., and E Wambaugh

Co. In its October 1933 issue, the publication opened its

columns to classified advertisements at 10 cents per line,

six wordstotheline. Inthatsameissue, itcarried, forthe first

time, the advertising of Crown Rheostat & Supply Co., The

Abbott Ball Co., Maas & Waldstein Co., Ault & Wiborg, The

Zapon Co., and the H.V. Walker Co.

The very first useof color in Monthly Review occurred in

December 1937 when The Bruce Products Corp. used

orange in its two-page advertisement. The first consistent

coloruser, however, wasthe Hanson-Van Winkle-Munning

Co.,whose first color spread in the September 1939 issue

introduced a practicethat the company followed constantly

throughout the years of Monthly Review.

Only two new branches were chartered during the
depression years: the second Pacific Coast entry, San
Francisco, and a branch in Anderson, IN,thatdisbanded in

1938. From 1930 to 1936, no new branches were added,

although the Society did sponsor its first membership drive.
T. F. Slattery, AES president in 1935, summed up the
Society's position on membership very nicely.

"Heretofore," he said, "we have been inclined to sit back

and wait forprospectivememberstocometous. Now, with
industry on the upgrade, and assistant foremen eligible for
membership, we owe it to the science and industry with
which we are affiliated to contactevery potential memberin

the U.S. and Canada....This will make it possible forthese
fellow artisans to meet with us for the discussion of mutual

problems, education, research, helping themselves and at
the same time adding to our strength."

The subsequent economic recovery brought new
expansionactivity. The Springfield, MA, Branch entered the
AES in 1936 together with Binghamton-Elmira, NY, which

became Binghamton-Syracuse in 1939 and Syracuse in

1943. The New Haven and Buffalo entries were born in 1938.

In appraising electroplating advancements to 1938, George
Hogaboom hadthistosay: "It was notuntil about 1918that
some attention was given to the need of a better under-

standing ofthe principlesofelectrodeposition of metals....

It is due today to electroplating that books are universally
available.... Papercurrency is printed from plates made by
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electrodeposition of iron. . .our metal coins are embossed in

dies that have been chromium plated by methods devel-

oped long after 1918. .. the general public has become,

within the last 10 years, 'electroplating conscious.'... Prog-
ress can be no better illustrated than to note the increase

of nickel forplating in the past 20years....Previousto 1920,

about 500,000 Ib of nickel were consumed as salts and

anodes. In 1937, some 11.5 million Ib were used in electro-

plating. . . ."

Streamlining of the AES award system was a prioritytask

at the Society's 30th Anniversary Meeting in 1939. It

recognized and honored individual and branch achieve-
ments with five chief awards:

1. The Founders Gold Medal was issued forthe best paper

by an active member on electroplating or allied subjects.

2. The AES Gold Medal was issued forthe paper adjudged

best by the Awards Committee prepared by an AES
member, whether active or associate.

3. The Proctor Memorial Award was given for the best

paper entered into competition by anyone, member or
non-member.

4. The Sam Huenerfauth Award was presented for the
bestbranch paper. Any branch winning threetimes keptthe
silver cup.

5. The Metal Industry Cup was provided for the best
branch exhibit. In addition, there were individual exhibit

awards.

Entering the 1940s
As business recovery gained ground and as earning and

spending power grew, AES resignations and suspensions

dropped while applications, elections and reinstatements
rose. On thetechnical side, Mr. Hogaboom ventured, "There
has never been such definite progress toward thegoal of the
AES... The completion of the work and the report of the
research on 'The Prospective Value of Electroplated Coatings
on Steel' has made history."

As AES celebrated its three-decade birth year in 1939, it
had not only recouped its substantial losses of the
depression period but also madequantitativeand qualitative
headway. Compared with about 1500 members in 1929, it
had some 1900 members in 1939. During the same period,
the number of branches grew from 25 to 28.

Branch Secretaries

h%

Charles H. Proctor, father of the Amerlcan Elec-
troplaters' Society.

Branch secretaries playa key role In the

operation of the Society. They form the
principal line of communication between

Headquarters and the branches. Many

have served for very long periods of
time. The record holder appears to be

40-year member I. William Marcovitch,
secretary of the Philadelphia Branch for

36 years. Mr. Marcovitch wasamember
of the AES Board of Directors from 1971

to 1973.

Many past and present, with long

periodsof service, include: George Haas,
Bridgeport Charles R. Fotheringham,

Buflalo: Pedro Hidalgo Rivera, AMTEG;
Joseph Calentone, Capitol District; R.W.

Boos, Central Michigan; David Kaplan,
Cincinnati; Paul B. Croly, Detroit; Stanley
Platoz, Hartford: lan W. Rose, Melbourne:
Ward W. Kelly, St. Louis: Henry L. Heiss-
Edi, Springfield; James R Kennedy,

Waterbury; Stan Scislowski, Western
Ontario: Robert Horrocks, Newark: Harold ,

Simon, Central Iowa: Joseph J. Wer-
bicki Jr., Providence-Attleboro, Henry
Bornitzke, Milwaukee. Paul Glab, Chi-

cago: Joseph Rembecki and Michael
Murphy, New York.






























































































































































































































